The growing significance of
nuclear armaments.
A challenge for the ethics of
peace and the political sphere.

113e

Schriftenreihe
Gerechtigkeit und Frieden

Contents
Foreword
1.
2.

Regarding the position of the Catholic Church on the
issues of nuclear armaments and nuclear disarmament

7

The problem of nuclear armaments since the end of the
East-West conflict

15

2.1 Negotiated arms control and disarmament
2.1.1 Positive developments
2.1.2 Negative developments
2.1.3 Evaluation

17
17
19
22

2.2 Unilateral security policy measures
2.2.1 Positive developments
2.2.2 Negative developments
2.2.3 Evaluation

23
23
24
26

2.3 Non-proliferation policies
2.3.1 Positive developments
2.3.2 Negative developments
2.3.3 Evaluation

28
28
35
41

2.4 Peace-policy challenges posed by the current drive
towards nuclear armaments
2.4.1 Reducing the problems which have confronted
global governance to date
2.4.2 Problems posed by nuclear deterrence for the
ability to prevent war and maintain stability in crises
2.4.3 Preventing proliferation in the event of a collapsing state
2.4.4 Measures to combat international nuclear terrorism

3.

5

43
43
47
49
52

Overcoming nuclear deterrence - an immutable objective
of peace policy

55

3.1 The current relevance of the Church's doctrine of peace

55

3.2 The proscription and elimination of nuclear weapons
as a political challenge

57

3.3 A plea for an international code of conduct prohibiting
the further proliferation of nuclear weapons

58

3.4 Specific tasks of the Church

61

List of abbreviations

65

Foreword

The hope and expectation engendered by the end of the East-West conflict that there would
be a progressive decline in the importance of nuclear armaments has proven unfounded.
Although they have received little notice in the public sphere to date, the issues of nuclear
armaments and nuclear deterrence and the peace and security policy problems they entail are
once again of increasing importance. The doctrine of the Church concerning the limited and
temporary legitimacy of nuclear armaments and nuclear deterrence under the ethics of peace
has been clearly stated, which is why we are greatly concerned about current developments.
As a result of this situation, the German Commission for Justice and Peace is increasing its
efforts pertaining to developments in the field of nuclear armaments and nuclear deterrence.
In this regard, the "Just Peace" working group has presented a comprehensive appraisal of the
situation. The positions espoused in Chapter III of this document, which deals closely with
the conclusions to be drawn pursuant to the ethics of peace and the political sphere, have
been adopted by the German Commission for Justice and Peace as their own.
It is our hope that we will be able with this document to make a contribution to the
discussion of the prospects for nuclear disarmament which is so urgently required; it is
already evident that it will be necessary to conduct this debate at a European and
international level as well. The German Commission for Justice and Peace will utilise the
opportunities at its disposal to foster this debate, for if we are to avoid weakening the
prospects for security structures which offer long-term viability, it will be necessary to draw
attention to and combat the trend towards the relegitimisation of nuclear deterrence.

Archbishop Dr. Reinhard Marx
President of the German Commission for Justice and Peace

Deutsche Kommission Justitia et Pax
Kaiserstr. 161
53113 Bonn
per Fax: 0228 - 103 318
per Mail: justitia-et-pax@dbk.de

Wir bestellen hiermit
……. Exemplar(e) der
Schriftenreihe Gerechtigkeit und Frieden, Heft 113e
The growing significance of nuclear armaments.
A challenge for the ethics of peace and the political sphere.
Bonn, Mai 2008, 66 Seiten
ISBN 978-3-940137-15-9
3,00 €
(Einzelexemplar kostenfrei)
Name, Anschrift:

Datum, Unterschrift

