… news in brief
issue 10
11/2008

Contents
Climate protection and fight
against poverty
Human rights
intervention
India
Political dialogue
on nuclear
disarmament
JP Europe in
Belgrade
Workshop in
Uruguay on
freedom of association
GKKE workshop
on “Democratic
budgetary policies in Southern
Africa”
Ecumenical team
visits in Germany

Climate protection and fight against poverty
In their joint declaration “For a climate policy which does justice to development” adopted at a meeting in Berlin on 25 October 2008, the German
Commission for Justice and Peace and Misereor call for a “Global Deal”.
The declaration says that this Global Deal will require framework conditions
permitting developing and threshold countries to play an active part in climate protection without reducing their chances for globally effective economic development and anti-poverty measures. It is based on the “Climate
Change and Justice” project, a joint initiative by the Potsdam Institute for
Climate Impact Research, the Institute for Social Policy in Munich, Misereor
and the Munich Re Foundation.
“Ambitious climate protection is a principle of justice between the rich and
the poor, but also between present and future generations”, the declaration
says calling for a globally fair distribution of the limited budget of emission
rights, for example by allotment of the same pollution rights to all people in
future.
The considerable efforts needed to adjust to the unavoidable consequences
of climate change require separate global transfer payments, a better coordination of climate and development policy with trade and agriculture policy,
protection of tropical rainforests, and finally public investment in research
and development on low-emission energy technologies.
Such a Global Deal requires far-reaching reforms, both in the countries of
the South and of the North. To find the appropriate majorities for these
reforms we need “a fundamental value discussion which must also relate to
our lifestyles and to our production and consumption patterns”.
For the full text of the declaration, please visit www.justitia-et-pax.de and
www.misereor.de.

Religious freedom discussed on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Many conflicts that seem to be religiously motivated actually have other reasons. Religion is often misused to justify
conflicts, which are in fact about poverty, dependency or
humiliation. This is what Msgr. Dr. Stephan Ackermann,
Auxiliary Bishop in Trier, emphasized in Berlin on
14 October. In his capacity as President of the German
Commission for Justice and Peace, the Bishop participated
in the Forum Globale Fragen organized by the Federal
Foreign Ministry on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
The conference was opened by Dr. Frank-Walter Steinmeier, the Federal
Foreign Minister. The introductory presentation was given by Navanethem
Pillay, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.
In a panel discussion entitled “Universality of human rights? The example of
religious freedom”, Bishop Ackermann underlined that freedom of religion is
closely related to freedom of conscience. This also means that everyone
must have the right to convert to another religion that he or she sees as
“true”. There is always a tension between the claim to truth and individual
freedom. The Catholic Church, too, looks back on a “bitter and very bloody
history of learning” in this respect.
Apart from Bishop Ackermann, the panel included Prof. Dr. Heiner Bielefeldt,
Director of the German Institute for Human Rights, the Pakistani Ambassa-
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Human rights intervention in India
On the initiative of JP Germany, Archbishop Dr. Robert Zollitsch wrote to the
Indian President Pratibha Patel. In his letter dated 24 September 2008, he
urged her on behalf of the German Bishops’ Conference to do everything
possible to end the violence against Christians in Orissa state. He also urged
her to ensure that Christian aid agencies have access to the refugees.

Mission, development and peace meeting, visit of the DITIB
mosque
The members of diocesan committees on mission, development and peace
met in Essen from 3 to 5 April 2008 to discuss about “Religious freedom in
Germany – chances and limits”. In an introductory presentation, Prof. Dr.
Heiner Bielefeldt spoke about the Catholic Church’s history of learning with
respect to religious freedom and Islamic practise of dealing with religious
freedom. He outlined reform models of different Islamic schools of thought
referring to the characteristics of Islam in Germany: The last thirty years
saw the emergence of Islamic associations in Germany. This selforganisation became possible and necessary due to the Diaspora situation.
The emancipatory potential of this process must not be underestimated. A
very valuable experience was the visit of the DITIB mosque in DuisburgMarxloh before its inauguration. Two representatives of the community described what their work is about and how the neighbouring Christian parishes and others had been involved in the planning process.

Political dialogue on nuclear disarmament
Members of parliament representing the CDU, SPD, Bündnis
90/Die Grünen and Die Linken met in Berlin on 29 May for a political dialogue on “The growing significance of nuclear armaments.
A challenge for the ethics of peace and the political sphere”. The
meeting was also attended by representatives of the Federal Foreign Ministry and of the Federal Ministry of Defence. The Foreign
Ministry showed interest in continuing the dialogue. The dialogue
partners supported JP Germany’s general approach to join forces
with international partners.
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On 25 April, JP Germany talked with representatives of the bishops’ conferences of the United States and of England and Wales. They agreed to draw
up a joint letter on issues concerning nuclear disarmament and to present it
on the occasion of an appropriate UN Conference in New York in the course
of next year. The bishops’ conferences of India, Japan, South Africa, France,
Scotland and perhaps Poland will be invited to co-sign the letter. A participation of Latin American countries is still under consideration.
The document of JP Germany has been published in the “Gerechtigkeit und
Frieden” series and is available in German (no. 113) and English language
(no. 113e).

Talks on the EU Code of Conduct on arms exports in the Federal
Chancellery
Participants in the talks with Thomas de Maiziere, Head of the Federal
Chancellery, in Berlin on 14 March 2008 included Archbishop Dr. Reinhard
Marx, Prelate Dr. Karl Jüsten, Marc van Boemcken (GKKE expert group on
arms exports, BICC). The first subject was the adoption of the EU Code of
Conduct as a Common Position to make the criteria and rules of procedure
legally binding for the member states, as has been proposed in the corresponding Concerted Action of the Conference of European Justice and Peace
Commissions. The federal government supports this proposal but is sceptical
about its implementation. De Maiziere welcomed the concerted actions taken by JP Germany and their European partners and encouraged the Church

players to coordinate and to concert their lobbying at the EU Commission,
the European Parliament and the Council of Europe with European partner
Churches.
The demand for more transparency and public openness concerning the
federal government’s arms exports policy, the licensing procedures applied
by the Federal Security Council and the actually effected arms exports is still
controversial.

War in Georgia
In a KNA interview on 18 August, the President of JP Germany commented
on the events in Georgia emphasizing that a detailed clarification of the
mutual reproaches will be of great importance for future discussions (please
see JP Germany website).

JP Europe in Belgrade

Bishop Dr. Iriney (Serb. Orth.), Auxiliary
Bishop em. Schwarz, Archbishop Hodshevar,
Mufti Jusufspahic at the Round Table in
Belgrade on 27 October

The annual general assembly of the Conference of European Justice
and Peace Commissions was held in Belgrade from 26 to 30 September 2008. The preceding international workshop was focused on
Serbia’s relations with Albania and with Croatia. The fact that the
Serbian-Orthodox Church was ready to join the Local Church and JP
Europe for an ecumenical prayer for peace and for all victims in
former Yugoslavia and to receive a delegation in a monastery in Kosovo is to be seen as an important sign of a cooperative attitude.
On the occasion of the general assembly, the Presidency
passed from the German to the French Commission. Experiences gained in the past three years in office have been
documented and published in Ost-West. Europäische Perspektiven 2008, no. 2.

Auxiliary Bishop em. Schwarz and Archbishop Hodshevar plant a tree of peace:
West and East growing closer

On the right: Archbishop Defois and Sr. Denès O.P., new
President and General Secretary of the European Conference, and their predecessors Auxiliary Bishop em. Schwarz
and Jörg Lüer at the general assembly in Belgrade.
Meeting with Albanian victims in theMaximilian-Kolbe-Stiftung
Islamic
community of Mitrovica/Kosovo

The management board of Maximilian-Kolbe-Stiftung adopted the foundation’s award guidelines and its media policies on 28 April. The foundation’s
management council confirmed these decisions at its constitutive meeting
on 19 September. Maximilian-Kolbe-Stiftung now meets all the requirements
necessary to start its activities. A European initiative to commemorate the
70th anniversary of the outbreak of World War II will be an initial project.

The Church’s understanding of service to peace – services for
peace
The permanent working group on “Services for Peace” had its annual meeting on 27/28 May. The members primarily discussed the review of the keynote paper on the services for peace provided by the Church. The reviewed
edition of the paper has been published in the “Gerechtigkeit und Frieden”
series, no. 103.

Workshop in Uruguay on freedom of association
A workshop is scheduled to take place on 6 and 7 November 2008 to
strengthen the newly founded association of informal workers in Uruguay. It
is being prepared in close cooperation with Kolping Uruguay and Kolping
International. International guests have been invited to continue the tradition of close cooperation with Kolping Chile and SEWA. The workshop is
intended to integrate the newly founded association in the network of fellow
organisations in the region and to exchange experiences on establishing
social security and negotiating power. At their meeting on 19 May 2008,

trade union representatives and JP Germany discussed the options for supporting the newly founded association of informal workers in Uruguay and
helping them to organize the international workshop. The foundation of the
association will be supported as a part of the project on “Decent work and
international social standards – development strategies for the poor”.

International Labour Conference in Geneva
The 97th session of the International Labour Conference took place in Geneva from 28 May to 13 June 2008. Among other things, the participants
discussed the options for promoting employment in rural areas. For the first
time, Dr. Hildegard Hagemann served as consultant on behalf of Kolping
International. JP Germany attached great importance to meetings with the
observer of the Holy See to the United Nations in Geneva, with Fr. Pierre
Martinot-Lagarde SJ, the new Special Adviser to the ILO Director General,
and with representatives of the International Catholic Centre in Geneva
(CCIG). The CCIG is currently undergoing a change with respect to its integration in the forum of Catholic organizations having consultative status
with the United Nations that is being set up by the Pontifical Council for the
Laity. The CCIG is planning to set up a working group on decent work as
part of the forum. The ILO is working on a convention on the protection of
domestic servants, which is to be negotiated in the period from 2010 to
2011. The ILO is now about to gather facts from all around the world. This
gives Justice and Peace Commissions and their partners the chance to make
valuable contributions.

Study on “relocation of jobs”
On 17 April 2008, Karl Cardinal Lehmann, Prof. Dr. Kruip and Prof. Dr.
Emunds presented a study entitled “Relocation of jobs – Development opportunities and human dignity” that has been prepared by the group of
experts on ‘World Economy and Social Ethics’. The study is JP Germany’s
contribution to the dialogue with employers and trade unions. It was also
presented to an international audience at the annual meeting of the Academic Council on the UN System (ACUNS) in Bonn on 7 June 2008. A workshop provided an opportunity for representatives of the Federation of German Employers (BDA) and the European Trade Union Institute (ETUI) to
discuss the study with the author.
The study was also on the agenda of the Bonn Forum (cf. article below).

Coherent action of the German parliament
The “coherence” expert group of the Joint Conference Church and Development (GKKE) published its 7th report on 3 July. In contrast to the previous reports that dealt with the German government’s contributions to
achieving specific millennium development goals, this year’s report has been
focused on the German parliament’s contribution to a coherent development
policy.
“Political decision-making is still strongly oriented towards the interests of
certain political fields”, says GKKE. “The rigid system of committees makes it
difficult to implement a global and future-oriented policy-making process
although this is more important today than ever before.” GKKE recommends
a closer cooperation among the committees with respect to joint meetings
and public hearings. (cf. GKKE series no. 45)

Supporting the Association of German NGOs involved in development cooperation (VENRO)
VENRO and other European NGOs have different approaches to the challenges of European development policy. The EU-sponsored TRIALOG Programme to promote development policy in the new EU member states organised the conference “Are we on the right track? Paradigm Review of
CSOs as development actors” in Prague from 14 to 16 May 2008 in cooperation with CONCORD, the European NGO platform for development policy,
FORS, the Czech NGO umbrella organisation, and the Ecumenical Academy

in Prague. Dr. Hildegard Hagemann, JP Germany, represented VENRO at
this conference. Together with their partners, NGOs of new and old EU
member states reflected on the coordination of their development cooperation and political advocacy work. The interesting discussions showed that
civil societies in African and new EU member countries are faced with similar
problems, a fact that caused the representatives of these countries to call
for a closer cooperation.

Statement on the “civilian crisis prevention” action plan
On 16 July 2008, the Federal Cabinet presented the second implementation
report on the “civilian crisis prevention, conflict resolution and post-conflict
peace-building” action plan. GKKE had welcomed the action plan adopted in
2004 by the Federal Government and commented on it in its 2005 report on
arms exports.
Dr. Bernhard Moltmann, representing GKKE in the crisis prevention advisory
board, Birgit Felleisen of MISEROR and Dr. Wolfgang Heinrich of EED drew
up a statement which was published as a press release on 22 September
and distributed at the advisory board’s session and a meeting with members
of parliament in Berlin on the same evening. The statement denounces a
lack of political steering of individual measures resulting in a poor implementation of the very ambitious action plan. GKKE welcomes the considerably increased funding of projects related to the action plan, but points to the
lack of transparency in the allocation of funds by the Foreign Ministry making it difficult for NGOs to have a solid basis for planning. Other points of
criticism were the lack of involvement of the advisory board in the implementation of the action plan and the lack of coordination with the networking partners. (see GKKE series no. 46)

GKKE workshop on “Democratic budgetary policies in Southern
Africa”
The expert group on Good Governance organised a workshop
together with its partners, the Ecumenical Foundation of Southern Africa (EFSA) and the Catholic Parliamentary Liaison Office
(CPLO). The workshop, which took place in Cape Town, South
Africa, from 9 to 12 September 2008, discussed questions of
democratic budgetary policy in Zambia, Ghana, Mozambique
and South Africa with a special focus on arms export
policies and control. It provided an opportunity for
parliamentary and civil society representatives to enter
into a dialogue on their perspectives.
All selected countries revealed that enormous problems can arise
where there are very dominating parties and/or presidential systems. The sobering experience was to realize that participation of
parliaments in budgetary processes is little developed and based
on weak institutional structures.
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Integral development for all – how about the learning capacity of
the Western culture? Documentation of the congress on the 40th
anniversary of Justice and Peace
The documentation of the congress on the 40th anniversary of Justice and
Peace in Bad Honnef in December 2007 (special edition of “JP… News in
brief, no. 8, 12/2007) has been published as issue no. 116 in the “Gerechtigkeit und Frieden” series. Many contributions show that the demands
voiced in the encyclical Populorum Progressio in 1967 are still burning issues, despite the enormous changes in the world.

Ecumenical Decade to Overcome Violence:
team visits in Germany
In the context of the decade to overcome violence (2001-2011),

Participants from Mozambique, Zambia and Ghana/SECAM at CPLO in
Cape Town

a delegation of eight of the World Council of Churches visited
several German cities from 27 June to 4 July 2008 to gather
information on current and planned activities in Germany. JP
Germany was asked to represent the Catholic Church at the delegation’s visit to Cologne from 28 to 30 June and to coordinate
the programme. The visit ended with a round of talks from
09:00-11:15 a.m. at Maternushaus in Cologne on 30 June. Leading representatives of the study group of Christian Churches and
other significant Church players from the Cologne/Bonn region
were invited to discuss on “the role of Churches in Germany in
promoting justice worldwide”. Auxiliary Bishop Dr. Stephan
Ackermann welcomed the participants, among them Präses Dr.
Schneider, head of the Evangelical Church in the Rhineland.
An International Ecumenical Peace Convocation (IEPC) will mark
the end of the Decade in 2011. JP Germany is planning to make
issues of the IEPC process a subject at the Ecumenical Church
Convention in Munich in 2010.

Bonn forum series on Church and Development

Archpriest Dr. Merawi Tebege (Ethiop.
Orth.), Präses Dr. Schneider, Bishop Dr.
Ackermann in talks with WCC delegates in
Cologne on 30 June

“Poverty alleviation and biodiversity. Development policy points the
way.” This was the subject of a meeting in Bonn on 3 April 2008. Based on
examples from Ethiopia, the participants explored how biodiversity and opportunities for development are interrelated. InWent had organized this
informal political dialogue with Federal Minister Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul
on behalf of BMZ in cooperation with GKKE and EED in the Bonn Forum
series on Church and Development.
A panel discussion on “International Social Standards – obstacles or
guidelines for globalisation” took place on 15 September 2008 assembling
representatives of the Federal Ministry of Economics, the Federation of
German Employers (BDA), trade unions and the Oswald von Nell-BreuningInstitut.
The next meeting on 25 November 2008 will be entitled “Between educational mission and rules of the market: Financing higher education in the
countries of the South”. The Catholic Academic Exchange Service (KAAD)
will be the organizer in charge.
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