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10th International Meeting of bishops in solidarity with the Christians in the Holy Land
From 8 until 14 January 2010 the 10th International Meeting of bishops in
solidarity with the Christians in the Holy Land took place in Jerusalem, Bethlehem und Ramallah with bishops from eight European and North American
countries participating in the meeting. The German Bishops’ Conference was
represented by the President of the German Commission for Justice and
Peace, Bishop Dr. Stephan Ackermann. Being invited by the Latin Patriarch of
Jerusalem, Archbishop Fouad Twal, the representatives of Western bishops’
conferences, experts of relief organizations and international church associations discussed the situation of the Middle East peace process and the current problems of the church in the region together with the Catholic bishops
in the Holy Land.
In their discussions on a political solution of the conflict between the Israelis
and the Palestinians the bishops supported a two-state-solution which includes security for Israel and an independent viable Palestinian state.
The progressing construction of Jewish settlements in
the West Bank, the humanitarian and economic problems related to the separation barrier, and a lack of progress in international talks, however, have caused growing anxiety among the Christian population of the Holy
Land. In East Jerusalem the participants of the conference could see for themselves that Palestinian homes
have been demolished for lack of proper permits and
that Israeli settlements are being constructed continuously. To help Christian families who have lost their homes by this, the Latin Patriarchate has started with the
construction of 72 new lodgings which were visited in
the course of the consultations.
Delegation of bishops with

Report on Bosnia 2010
This year’s report on the state of human rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina
(BiH) gives a detailed description of the situation of children and women. The
report illustrates the deteriorating situation in the country and argues to
leave the dead-end street caused by the Dayton Peace Agreement by renewed international efforts.
In addition, the political class of Bosnia and Herzegovina is criticized by the
authors of the report. A political visiting programme in Berlin is planned to
give more attention to the concerns of the report. (Series on Justice and
Peace, Volume 122)

Bishop Dr. Ackermann
visiting a „Housing-Project“
near Jerusalem

Afghanistan
Bishop Dr. Ackermann has commented on the situation of Afghanistan and
on the results of the London Conference on Afghanistan in various interviews, among others during the press interview on Afghanistan on the occasion of the plenary session of the German Bishops’ Conference on 23 February 2010 with Archbishop Zollitsch, Bishop Mixa and Bishop Algermissen. The
president of the Commission for Justice and Peace has approved the change
of strategies, but has underlined at the same time, that it is important to put
the approaches consequently and reliably into practice. Already in the past
some promises were not kept. The disputes on the international commitment
in Afghanistan have shown the importance of a continuous and appropriate
political debate on peace and security policy. The way in which these issues
are dealt with in Germany is often not appropriate to the seriousness of the
problems.

„Act to Protect“, Main subject matter of the committee meeting
The spring meeting of the Commission for Justice and Peace on 12/13 March
2010 dealt with violence prevention as a challenge for politics and church
activities. Prof. Thomas Hoppe, Konrad Raiser, former Secretary General of
the World Council of Churches, and Bernd Finke, responsible for the international protection of human rights at the German Foreign Ministry discussed
the concept of „Responsibility to protect“ as a challenge for national and
international politics. Mrs Dr. Klüppel, head of Misereor’s Africa and Middle
East department, described the manifold activities of Misereor to strengthen
church partners in the South, and to promote their lobbying work. Among
the items still to be settled were the question on whether and how to achieve
a networking with other church partners and a better coordination of lobbying work, and what role Justice and Peace is to play in this field.
In a special session, JP President Bishop Dr. Ackermann explained his new
task as commissioner of the German Bishops’ Conference for sexual abuse
cases and exchanged views and experiences with other members of the
commission.

Founding ceremony “Church for democracy and against rightwing
extremism” in Dresden

Dr. Hildegard Hagemann
at the panel discussion in
Rome:

Justice and Peace was invited to participate in the founding ceremony of the
German-wide association “Church for democracy and against rightwing extremism” on 12 February 2010 in Dresden. The public event took place in the
run-up to ceremonies commemorating the firebombing of Dresden, which for
some years have been accompanied by massive Neo Nazi demonstrations.
Members of the association are initiatives from all over Germany. Rightwing
extremism is perceived as an “all-German” phenomenon and problem. The
first profile draft of the association, the initial papers and the strong participation of local church initiatives against rightwing extremism so far do not
yet disclose whether the association’s work will be focussed on the national
level or on a networking of local and regional activities. Justice and Peace will
closely follow the future development of the association and support its activities – wherever this is useful and possible.

Cooperation of Catholic organisations with ILO
The topic of decent work was presented at the second forum of Catholic-inspired NGOs with consultative status at the UN, which took place
from 12 to 14 February in Rome. Many Catholic organisations and Orders represented in Geneva, as well as the Holy See’s representative
Archbishop Tomasi showed great interest in a closer cooperation with
the International Labour Organisation (ILO). To launch this cooperation, the congress on “The Rights for Domestic Workers - Chances and
Challenges for international and national advocacy and networking”
will be held on 7 June 2010 in Geneva at the same time with the International Labour Conference. Justice and Peace cooperates with the
International Catholic Center of Geneva (CCIG) and is supported by
the International Network of Domestic workers.

Ecumenical Consultations in Freising 2 -10 February 2010 and International Ecumenical Peace Convocation (IEPC)
In conclusion of the „Decade to Overcome Violence“ in Jamaica in May 2011
the function and purpose of the convocation are worldwide directed at the
work of groups and initiatives on peace issues and violence problems in their
local and regional contexts. Not the drawing up of fundamental ethicaltheological texts but the encouragement of the groups in their work is to be
achieved by and with the IEPC according to the wishes of the organizers –
the Ecumenical Council. On the way to the Peace Convocation a meeting of
different ecumenical initiatives took place in Freising. In addition to issues of
the theology of peace, the participants dealt with four subject matters: The
daily violence in our society, the sustainable conservation of the Lord’s Creation, a just economical system and approaches to a peaceful coexistence
between peoples as well as within the individual states. The most important
findings of the consultations that took place at the educational centre Kardinal Döpfner-Haus are to be summarized in an „Ecumenical agenda for a just
peace”.

Introduction to ethics-related investment
Ethics-related investment can basically be understood as a reasonable attempt to influence enterprises with ethical objectives. This is the result of the
study „To change the world with investments?“ carried out by the expert
group „World economy and social ethics“ of the German Bishops’ Conference. The result was presented on 17 February 2010 in Frankfurt/Main. In
most cases, however, it is necessary to combine investment with activities
showing commitment. Ethics-related investment can be more than just an
adjusting screw inside the financial system, if it is regarded as a sign for a
change in outlook – as a signal for the willingness of investors to support the
necessary reforms of political general conditions, stated Prof. Dr. Johannes
Wallacher (Munich), the chairman of the expert group.

International Workshop ‚African perspective - European politics’
As part of the VENRO-EU-Project ‚African perspective - European politics’ an international workshop on the action plan
„Trade, Regional Integration and Infrastructure“ of the AfricaEU strategic partnership was held on November 26, 2009 in
Bonn. It was titled: „Putting Rural Development First“. With
the East Cape Agricultural Research Program (ECARP), Justice
and Peace made a contribution to the working group „Decent
Work and Rural Development”. ECARP with its director Lali
Naidoo has proven to be a reliable dialogue partner on the
issues of participation and fair conditions of agrarian trade and
participated, among others, in the international agricultural
conference in Lusaka.

Hans-Jürgen Hinzer, NGG a.
Lali Naidoo, ECARP at the
conference in Lusaka

Earthquake in Haiti and Justice and Peace
On the occasion of the Adveniat campaign, Father Jan Hanssens, president
of the Commission for Justice and Peace in Haiti, visited the office of JP Germany on 7 December 2009 and presented impressive examples of human
rights and development work of Justice and Peace in Haiti. Groups in the
communities have regularly documented violations of human rights and acts
of violence in their vicinity. These documents are collected in the dioceses
and are published twice a year in a report on the situation by the national JP
commission. The president of the JP Commission of Haiti and Archbishop of
Port-au-Prince, Msgr. Joseph Serge Miot, was among the victims of the Haiti
earthquake in January 2010. In a letter to F. Hanssens bishop Dr. Ackermann
expressed his condolences and offered assistance.
In an open letter to the Prime Minister and the President of Haiti, P. Hanssens called on the government to renew ties with their own population, to
show presence, to inform the people, and to bundle up and use the willingness of the Haitian people to help, to show solidarity and to build up their
country instead of only communicating with the international community.

European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion 2010
During a concerted action of the Conference of European Justice and Peace
Commissions the German Commission for Justice and Peace has published a
statement of the European Conference „Solidarity in times of crisis“ on 1
February 2010 in a press report. With this statement the Conference of European Justice and Peace Commissions appeals to all European countries to
speak up, among others, for a financial transaction tax to generate funds for
development aid in „Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion“ and to implement and elaborate international social standards suitable for development.

Executive Committee, Parliamentary expert talk
During the meeting of the executive committee of the GKKE on 24 March
2010, a fourth specialist group was established that is to deal with trends
towards impediment and criminalization of civil society organizations in developing countries. On the occasion of a parliamentary expert talk during the
meeting on the subject matter „Good Governance and Democratic Budget
Policies, Strengthening the role of civil society and parliaments in budgetary
processes“ Pete Henriot SJ, head of the Jesuit Center for Theological Reflection (JCTR) in Zambia, whose institute was a valuable dialogue partner of the
specialist group Good Governance in the last working period, and his deputy
Leonard Chiti SJ introduced the perspectives of the partner organization and
its exemplary activities (basket of goods and white paper) into the talks.

EKT 2010, Cooperation of Justice and Peace and GKKE
With the theme „That you may have hope“ the Second
Ecumenical Kirchentag will take place in Munich from
12 to 16 May 2010.
At an early stage Justice and Peace has contributed to
the work of project commissions on globalization, the
Millennium Development Goals, on migration and the labour market in Germany, on peace, security and development and on remembrance work (dictatorship, resistance and new beginnings).
„With cooking-spoons or pistols – how much security does development
need?“ is the title of a function on the security dilemma of developing countries and on Arms Export Control that will be held at the Messe-ICM-Saal 05
on Friday, 14 Mai 2010.
The stand of GKKE/JP will be a place to go and to meet for members of the
JP commissions and working groups, of the GKKE-executive committee and
specialist groups, as well as for cooperating partners and those involved in
diocesan and national church activities. Bishop Dr. Ackermann and the GKKE
chairmen Prelate Dr. Karl Jüsten and Prelate Dr. Bernhard Felmberg invite to
a stand-up reception at the stand on Friday 14 May, 01:00 p.m.

Personalia at the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace
Dr. Flaminia Giovanelli was appointed under-secretary of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace in the second half of January. Mrs Dr. Giovanelli,
since 1974 member of the Pontifical Council, has maintained regular contact
with the European JP Conference, initiated cooperation with ILO and ECOSOC and, among others, prepared the statement on the reform of the international finance system. She is the second of altogether three women in a
leading position in a Vatican office.
In October 2009, Bishop Mario Toso, the former rector of the Pontifical Salesian University, was appointed Secretary of the Pontifical Council.
Cardinal Peter Turkson (see JP news in brief no. 13) completes the management of the Pontifical Council.
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