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Stop proliferation of nuclear weapons – resolutely advance
disarmament
On the occasion of the UN review conference on the nuclear nonproliferation treaty held in New York on 4 May 2010, the JP President
appealed to take full advantage of the chances for the non-proliferation of
nuclear weapons. A further proliferation of nuclear weapons would even
more destabilize the political situation in the world.
Bishop Ackermann emphasized the particular responsibility of nuclear
powers to implement their commitment to disarmament. The recent
agreements between the United States and Russia, the two countries with
the by far largest arsenals of nuclear weapons, are an important step on
this way, but others have to follow soon. The „Global Zero“ goal, i.e.
complete nuclear disarmament worldwide – must be seriously pursued.
Unequal normative standards in the proliferation policy of particular states
towards partner countries must be generally avoided.
In the long run, however, nuclear proliferation will only be averted if the
political “attractiveness” of these weapons can be lessened by regional or
global guarantees of safety.
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Work together for the rights of domestic workers
“The fact that today people still have to suffer from indecent and
unprotected working conditions in foreign houses in order to earn an
often insufficient living far away from their families, is a huge
challenge for the United Nations. But it also calls on us in the Church
and civil society to form alliances and to work together for the rights
of domestic workers”, said Archbishop Silvano Tomasi, Permanent
Representative of the Holy See to the United Nations in Geneva in a
meeting on the occasion of the 99th session of the International
Labour Conference in Geneva.
The meeting on “the Rights of Domestic Workers: Chances and Challenges
for International and National Advocacy Work and Networking” wanted to
identify joint demands of Churches, trade unions, self-help and human
rights organisations for the protection of the rights of domestic workers.
The meeting organized by Kolping International, Justice and Peace, the
Migrant Forum Asia (MFA) and the International Catholic Centre in Geneva
(CCIG) took place on Monday, 7 June 2010 on the occasion of the
International Labour Conference in Geneva. For a report on the meeting,
please visit the website
http://www.justitia-et-pax.de/Report_7_june_2010_side_eventDomestic_Workers.pdf.

Annual meeting of the
development and peace

diocesan

committees

on

mission,

Dealing with a past burdened by violence was the focus of the annual
meeting held from 15 to 17 April 2010 in Nuremberg. Jörg Lüer gave an
introduction into the subject matter and presented the results of the work of
Justice and Peace. The way a community dealt with its burdened past was
explored at the Documentation Centre Nazi Party Rally Grounds in
Nuremberg. Under the heading „Strengthen world church activities in the
diocese“, possibilities for cooperation between diocesan academies,
initiatives, Diocesan Council and members of MDP-committees were
examined using examples of world church activities in Nuremberg. The
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“Werkstatt Weltweit” (worldwide workshop) of the Jesuit Mission and the
Caritas-Prickheimer-House (CPH), as well as the still young partnership
between the CPH and the Jesuit Centre for Theological Reflection in Lusaka
(Zambia) were described as good examples of such cooperations. Related to
this subject matter was a conversation with Archbishop Schick on world
church work, in which he underlined the importance of world church aspects
in the education of full-time staff and especially of priests.
Dr. Jörg Alt SJ, the coordinator of the alliance „tax against poverty“
introduced the alliance; the dioceses present agreed on a postcard action
for the Ecumenical Kirchentag.

Talks with contemporary witnesses: The work of Justice and Peace
in the political confrontations of the Cold War
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On 14 and 15 June 2010, former and present members of the
German Commission, East and West Germany, and the GKKE held
a meeting in Bensberg to investigate whether the work of Justice
and Peace in the 1970ies and 1980ies was marked by political
bias. Examples of peace and development work were used to ask
whether and how the confrontations between the East and the
West had influenced the work of Justice and Peace. The JP issues
and fields of work were marked by the political
situation, for instance in analyzing liberation movements in Africa
and South America in the Federal Republic and in asking
whether the GDR society was capable of peace. It became
obvious that in the Federal Republic as well as in the final years
of GDR, JP actually was able to do advocacy work for the
people, to avoid the respective political ideologies and so to give
expression to the church’s mission for justice and peace.

Commemoration of the Armenian genocide
On 24 April 2010, the JP President held a speech during the central
commemoration ceremony of the Armenian genocide at the Paulskirche. In
his speech, he underlined the importance of remembering the Armenian
genocide. He disapproved of attempts to play down the events, addressed
the German involvement in the genocide and demanded to continue to fully
investigate into what happened, as reconciliation between Armenians and
Turks can only be based on truth and the recognition of the violations
committed.

Maximilian Kolbe Foundation, Workshop in Auschwitz
The foundation meanwhile has intensified its practical work. Together with
the Aktion Sühnezeichen (Action reconciliation/service for peace) it
organized a panel discussion on memory policy conflicts in Poland, Germany
and Russia during the Ecumenical Kirchentag.
From 10 to 15 August 2010, a European workshop on dealing with a past
burdened by violence was held in Oswiecim/Auschwitz. The 30 participants,
among them Archbishop Dr. Ludwig Schick and Bishop Wiktor Skworc
(Tarnów), came from 10 different countries, and they discussed about the
manifold and strained experiences made in connection with Auschwitz. They
explored ways to improve church efforts with regard to dealing with a past
burdened by violence and to reconciliation in the future. They particularly
deliberated on further initiatives to promote the relationship between Poland
and the Ukraine and to help the Albanian society to come to terms with its
communist past. The Foundation wants to foster the exchange between
church actors working in the fields of reconciliation and remembrance and
so provide a contribution to these efforts.
The Foundation plans to organize a Summer School for Young Leaders in
Sarajevo in 2011.
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Foundation “Flight, Expulsion, Reconciliation”, Jörg Lüer appointed
to the Board of Trustees
On 17 July, the German Bundestag appointed Jörg Lüer to the Board of
Trustees as one of two representatives of the Catholic Church. The
Foundation “Flight, Expulsion, Reconciliation” has the objective to keep alive
the memory and remembrance of expulsions and of ethnic “cleansings” in
Europe in the spirit of reconciliation. In this context, the expulsions of
Germans after World War II shall also be remembered in an adequate way.
The Foundation plans to establish a permanent exhibition in Berlin.

Alliance “Tax against poverty” / Financial Transaction Tax
Prior to the G20 Finance Ministers meeting on 30 March 2010, the JP
President emphasized that the financial transaction tax should not be
disregarded in discussions about the imposition of a bank tax. He likewise
commented on the publication of the IMF survey on the regulation of
financial markets in April.
On 17 May 2010, the Finance Committee of the German Bundestag held a
public hearing on a financial transaction tax. 39 experts from banks,
financial institutions, economic research, churches and NGOs were invited to
participate and were linked up with the parliamentary state secretary of the
Austrian Ministry of Finance. GKKE was represented by Tim Kuschnerus and
Dr. Hildegard Hagemann who draw attention to development policy
objectives and reminded of international commitments such as the MDGs.

Action of European JP Commissions concerning a financial
transaction tax
In a multilateral action, European Justice and Peace Commissions have
appealed to their national governments and the EU to play a pioneering role
in introducing a financial transaction tax in a joint initiative within the eurozone and to advocate its introduction on an international level, for example
in the G20 countries.

Ecumenical Kirchentag 2010
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GKKE and Justitia et Pax had a joint stand at the Ecumenical Kirchentag
in Munich (12 to 16 Mai 2010). This stand was a meeting point and dropin centre for members of GKKE expert groups and its executive
committee, JP working groups and the JP commission as well as for
cooperating and committed partners from the dioceses and regional
churches. The reception in the presence of the three Presidents, Prelates
Dr. Karl Jüsten and Bernhard Felmberg representing GKKE and Bishop
Dr. Stephan Ackermann representing JP, was well-attended and met with
good response.
JP was involved in the preparation and organization of the series of penal
discussions on Millennium Development Goals, which had a remarkably
high attendance rate and an active participation of the audience. One
result of this series was the passing of a resolution on the introduction of
a financial transaction tax in order to regulate financial markets and to
generate funds to fight poverty/promote MDGs.
The series of panel discussion on Peace and Security including three
events on Saturday in the Olympic ice stadium also met with a
remarkably good response although no prominent politicians or
government representatives did follow the invitation to participate. In
the third panel discussion called “peace is possible” which was held
on Saturday, JP President Bishop Dr. Ackermann talked about the
ethical aspects of a just peace.
The panel discussion organized by the JP Commission’s project on
“Resistance, Dictatorship, New Beginnings” and chaired by Mr. Lüer
revealed a great need to talk, especially with regard to dealing with
the history of the GDR.
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GKKE discussion on the security dilemma in developing countries
during the Ecumenical Kirchentag
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In a discussion on the subject “With wooden spoons or pistols – how
much security does development need?” held on Friday, 14 May 2010,
Sr. Marie-Bernard Alima, secretary general of the Association of
Episcopal Conferences of Central Africa and of Justice and Peace
Congo underlined the fatal effect of the exploitation of raw materials
by international companies and different armed
groups, the lack of a reform of the security sector
and the uncontrolled flow of weapons. In the discussion
on possible international contributions, Prof. Brzoska
emphasized the need – in addition to the necessary efforts for
development and security policy – to raise people’s awareness
for “conflict raw materials”. In initiatives for a fair and
ecological purchase questions as to whether for example oil or
coltan come from war regions or cause conflicts up to now are
not sufficiently taken into consideration.
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More JP Commissions in Africa

(right)

During a meeting in Maputo/Mozambique subsequent to the Synod of
Africa, the participating Justice and Peace representatives of SECAM, Caritas
international, CIDSE and Missio, in the presence of Cardinal Turkson,
President of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, have adopted the
“Mumeno Declaration: A New Pentecost for Africa” which, among others,
contains a plan to implement the establishment of Justice and Peace
Commissions in Africa.

Pharmadialogue, Round Table
On 2 June 2010, the Credit Institute for Reconstruction (KfW), organized a
Round Table in Frankfurt with GKKE and the German Association of
research-based pharmaceutical companies (VfA) to sound out joint access
programmes in developing countries carried out by the private sector,
church development organisations and government development
cooperation. A core group has been established to prepare tripartite
partnerships for health care in developing countries and to deliberate on
structures and procedures necessary for these partnerships.

„For the sake of the earth and the people“ Evening of the churches
in Bonn on 30 May 2010
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On the eve of the beginning of the Bonn conference of the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change, an evening of the
churches took place at the Kreuzkirche Bonn with concert and
discussion on 30 May 2010 between 6.00 and 8.30 p.m. In a round
table on „Can we still be saved after Copenhagen failure?“ Ursula
Heinen-Esser, Parliamentary Secretary at the Federal
Ministry for the Environment, Berlin, Victoria Tauli-Corpuz,
UN representative for the rights of indigenous peoples,
Tebtebba, Philippines and Halldor Thorgeirsson, Director, Bali
Road Map Support, UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change, Bonn, discussed the main demands of the churches for
a fair and binding convention on climate change.
In the following concert performance of the „Missa Gaia“, which
was already performed at the Ecumenical Kirchentag, the beauty
of the earth was praised with human and animal voices.
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„With the strength of the powerless“
„With the strength of the powerless“ is the title of a study of Dr. h.c. Karl
Osner published in English as issue no. 123 of the Gerechtigkeit und Frieden
series with a preface of Auxiliary Bishop em. Leo Schwarz. In this study, the
founder and long-standing managing director of the Exposure and Dialogue
Programmes e.V. (EDP) in Germany draws the conceptual results from the

„Missa Gaia“ at the
Kreuzkirche Bonn

experiences with EDPs carried out in very different regional and institutional
contexts on various matters.
This study is to help perceive „the strength of the powerless“, to assimilate
it and to translate it into intelligent ‚pro poor policies’.

Priority to right to food
The documentation “Food security and energy supply between self interest
and global justice” summarizes the discussion of the international
conference in Lusaka in 2009 on the same subject. The documentation
wants to contribute to a constructive debate in the North and South on
agricultural and development policies to help find solutions for a sustainable
agriculture beneficial to development. The documentation has been
published in the “Frieden und Gerechtigkeit” series as issue no. 120, the
English version is published as issue no 121.

Prof. Dr. Heiner Bielefeldt new UN special rapporteur on freedom
of religion and belief
On 1 August 2010, Prof. Dr. Heiner Bielefeldt was appointed new special
rapporteur on freedom of religion and belief by the United Nations Human
Rights Council in Geneva. Bielefeldt is successor to the Pakistan lawyer
Asma Jahangir, who held this office in the last six years.
In recent years he has been responsible for the JP human rights desk and
considerably influenced the commission’s work concerning freedom of
religion. During his activity for Justice and Peace he has constantly
addressed violations as well as “underestimations” of the human right to
freedom of religion and belief. Bishop Dr. Ackermann congratulated him and
expressed his hope that Prof. Dr. Heiner Bielefeldt in his term of office will
succeed in “strengthening religious freedom, pointing out problems in clear
and plain words, and thus defending this human right in a comprehensive
way.”
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