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“Do good to all people, help the oppressed,
and make peace: love your neighbours.
This represents fasting in the eyes of God.”
(Lenten hymn “Bekehre uns” from the German prayer and hymn book)

The staff members of the JP secretariat wish you a blessed
Easter Season
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Spring assembly on common good and self-interest
The strained relationship between self-interest and common good was the
focus of the consultations of the Commission for Justice and Peace during
its spring assembly held on 25/26 March 2011 in Cologne. In his introduction, Prof. Dr. Johannes Wallacher, chairman of discussions on development, criticized the one-sided orientation towards the “Homo Oeconomicus”
which is common in economy. Economic decisions should not be marked by
self-interest alone nor by “well-understood self-interest” but at best by interests that can be generalized in order to turn one’s attention to common
good. This requires a new balance between competition and cooperation!
The second part of the discussions dealt with an exemplary dialogue with
market participants on the agricultural commodities market and on agrarian
trade. Willi Kampmann, (German Farmers’ Union), Monica Kleiser, (Catholic
Rural Youth Movement) and Jürgen Matern, (Metro Trade Group) discussed
about the importance of small farm agriculture, about price formation,
speculation on food, market access and regionalization – and on some aspects they surprisingly reached an agreement. The participants of the panel
discussion declared that the dialogue had not been finished but was only
beginning. Thomas Gerhards explained how JP in its development projects
wants to pursue the subject matter further and to deepen the dialogue taking the example of processed tropical fruit. The next EDP which will take
place in Uganda from 16 to 24 July 2011 will provide an opportunity for this.
In the evening of 25 March, the members of the Commission for Justice and
Peace attended a service at the Cologne Cathedral as a token of sympathy
to the Japanese disaster victims. In a letter to the Japanese sister commission they offered their condolences and expressed their intention to join
them in prayer.

Limitation of the military actions against Libya
The President of the German Commission for Justice and Peace, Bishop Dr.
Stephan Ackermann has demanded a noticeable limitation of military actions
against Libya. The developments in and towards Libya have partly been the
subject of heated debate during the Commission’s spring assembly. „Under
the present circumstances, the focus must be on plausibly combining the
objectives of containing the violence and protecting the civilian population.
This includes a clear limitation of the military actions of the acting coalition.
A further escalation of violence must be prevented“, said Bishop Ackermann
in Trier on 29 March. He underlined the importance of the obligation to
protect people against serious, systematic violations of human rights which
was endorsed by the General Assembly of the United Nations in 2005.
„There is much to suggest that the intervention of the international coalition
has prevented a massacre“, said Bishop Ackermann. Nevertheless there are
reservations about the actions taken: „According to the Church’s teaching
on peace, the use of military violence can only be legitimised, if indeed it
can be legitimised at all – as a last resort.“ He criticized the lack of clarification of political and military objectives which could be found amongst the
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members of the international coalition. In the past the policies adopted by
European states toward Libya have been “ambiguous“. Bishop Ackermann
stressed that now it is important to ensure the protection of the civilian
population and to prevent a further escalation of violence. Military actions
had to be limited to really necessary interventions. Although a regime
change in Libya was in itself desirable, it would not be in line with either UN
resolution 1973 nor with the Church’s teaching on peace to bring about
such a change by means of military actions.

A reorientation of EU refugee policy is needed
In his press release of 25 February 2011, Bishop Dr Stephan Ackermann
demanded a reorientation of EU refugee policy which is needed because of
the present political situation in North Africa. Ackermann explained that the
EU policy to reduce the number of newly arriving refugees has only become
possible by the serious disregard of human rights standards. The EU should
make use of the possible democratization of North Africa, it should agree on
a fair burden-sharing in accepting refugees and finally orient its border protection policy towards human rights standards for the well-being of the EU
citizens but most of all to provide effective protection and legal security for
refugees and migrants. On 13 February, Bishop Dr Ackermann during the
SWR 2 TV programme “Wort zum Sonntag” had congratulated the people in
Egypt and their compatriots living in Germany on the violence-free revolution
in their country and given expression to the hope that finally religious freedom might become a reality in Egypt.

Decent work for domestic workers

Karin Pape, IDWN,
Hildegard Hagemann, JP,
Marita Steinke, BMZ,
Manuela Schwarzkopf, Uni
Duisburg-Essen
(from left to right)

On 22 February 2011, the „Round Table Gender“ met in Cologne to talk about decent work for domestic workers which
might be achieved by gender justice and solidarity. About 30
representatives of catholic associations, social work, diocesan
councils, trade unions, domestic worker organizations, academic institutions, employers’ associations and the government were informed about the special features of domestic
work, the relevant legal protection and about the present state
of the negotiations on a convention of the International Labour
Organization. They reflected on the human rights and development policy dimension of the subject matter and discussed about necessary steps and measures to protect the rights of domestic workers and
about the possibilities of civil society networking to strengthen those rights.
A coherent development policy has to set up a framework in which domestic
workers can realise their rights in the fields of finance, migration and the
labour market. Churches and Church associations can do advocacy work for
legal access roads for migrant workers, they can inform about available
advice and support via communities abroad and they can make migrant
workers sensitive to self-organization.

Workshop in Brussels: Domestic Workers´ Rights
The European Trade Union Confederation (EGB), the International
Domestic Workers’ Network (IDWN) and the German Commission
for Justice and Peace united representatives of domestic workers
organizations, trade unions and Church organizations from 11
European countries to hold the workshop „Domestic Workers’
Rights - What is the European Contribution to Developments at
International Level?“ on 5 November 2010 in Brussels. The workshop informed about the state of ILO negotiations, identified the
possible obstacles to a legal implementation of the convention, and
mentioned good examples of cooperation of civil society institutions to protect the rights of domestic workers. The EGB was said to play an important
role in presenting political demands to the Commission and the European
Parliament. Cooperating with each other, NGOs, trade unions and church
associations initiated a few projects but there is not enough coordination.
To use the national initiatives for political purposes, national trade unions
should become receptive to the concerns of the unorganized domestic
workers or of those being organized in NGOs.

Domestic workers and
trade unionists:
Lorie Matulay, Wilf Sullivan,
Chidi King, Mary Grace
Escano (from left to right)

Conference in Chile on Economia Solidaria
From 16 to 18 November 2010, the conference “Challenges for decent work
in a social economy” was held in Santiago de Chile. Originally this conference
had been planned for March 2010 but because of the earthquake on 27 February it had to be postponed. This offered the opportunity to make the experiences gained during the Fact Finding Journey on social security systems
to SEWA and the Madras Social Services Society in India in September 2010
part of the consultations. Kolping Chile, the University of Santiago de Chile
and members of the Chilean Bishops’ Conference responsible for the pastoral
care for workers are working on the constitution of a “Round Table Decent
Work” in Chile.

DGB and Justice and Peace: meagre results of the European Year
On 19 December 2010, the joint statement of the German Trade Unions
Association (DGB) and Justice and Peace on the conclusion of the European
Year on fighting poverty and social exclusion was published in a press release. If the objective of the European Year is to be more than meaningless
words, concrete measures have to be put into practice, e.g. the ratification of
the UN convention for the protection of migrant workers and their families,
the introduction of cross-border social security systems and minimum wages
to secure a livelihood, further support and implementation of international
negotiations on labour law, e.g. the ILO convention on domestic workers.

Maximilian Kolbe Foundation
During its organizational session held on 12 November 2010, the Board of
Trustees of the Maximilian Kolbe Foundation elected Mr Peter Weiß (Member
of the Bundestag) chairman of the Board. So the amalgamation of the functions of the president of the Maximilian Kolbe Werk (MKW) and the chairman
of the Board of the Foundation could be re-established. Mr Lüer was elected
vice-chairman of the Board and was entrusted with the projects and international contacts of the Foundation. Moreover, Dr Vesper, Mr Pöner and Dr
Albert from the German Commission for Justice and Peace were elected
members of the Board. With the decisions of the Board of Trustees, which
followed extensive preliminary talks, a good basis for an effective cooperation between the MKW and the Foundation has been created. For this year a
European workshop on dealing with a past burdened by violence is planned
in Auschwitz/Oswiecim as well as a Summer School for Young Leaders in
Sarajevo. The next meeting of the Board of Trustees will take place in Warsaw in October 2011 and will probably deal with Polish-Russian relationships.

JP Europe – how to go on?
The efforts of the French presidency concerning its succession as of October
2011 and the establishment of a permanent secretariat for JP Europe have
not yet been crowned with success. As an interim solution aiming at the continuation of the network, the activities of the general secretariat will be divided among the members of the Executive Committee. The conference
stressed the necessity to realize the establishment of a permanent secretariat
during this transitional phase.
On 4 March there has been a meeting and an exchange of views with the
Pontifical Council, Cardinal Turkson, Bishop Toso and Dr. Giovanelli in Rome,
in which the JP-President Bishop Dr. Ackermann also participated.

Towards a Culture of Solidarity –
Concerted Action of JP Europe 2011
With the 2011 Concerted Action, the Conference of European Justice and
Peace Commissions stresses the importance of solidarity to realize the full
rule of law in Europe. “Practised solidarity demands that people are not only
concerned for their own rights, but that their concern for human rights motivates them to take action when the rights of others are at stake. What we
observe, however, is that such a culture of solidarity is weakened in the legal
context and that, on the contrary, there is an increasingly uncritical acceptance of violations or restrictions of the rights of certain groups within society”, says a declaration which the European JP Commissions during Lent sent
to the members of their governments and parliaments. This subject was also
the focus of discussions with Henrik Alberius OP (secretariat of the Confer-

ence of European JP Commissions) and Prof. Jean-Paul Lehners (JP Luxemburg) during the autumn meeting of the German Commission. The text and
the political advocacy work will be backed by short films on relevant issues
produced in cooperation with Macromedia university Cologne and the TV
workshop on development policy.

International Ecumenical Peace Convocation 2011
The decade to overcome violence will end with an International Peace Convocation from 18 to 25 May 2011 in Jamaica.
JP will take part in this peace convocation and send Mrs Christine Hoffmann
(secretary general of Pax Christi and member of the commission) and Dr.
Daniel Legutke as observers.
In view of this Peace Convocation the ACK (Council of Christian Churches)
has already published several booklets containing the first draft of a peace
memorandum and many submissions and votes on it. At present, the World
Council of Churches (WCC) is preparing the second draft of the peace memorandum (on the present state of affairs see www.gewaltueberwinden.org).
The WCC also published an ecumenical prayer for peace which is recommended for the intercessions read on Sunday, 22 May 2011, during the
peace convocation in Jamaica. ACK also recommended this prayer to its
member churches for 22 May 2011. Justice and Peace has sent this prayer
for peace to the participants in the annual meetings on missiondevelopment-peace and recommended its further distribution and use (available for download under www.gewaltueberwinden.org).

Religious freedom - Debate, Interviews and Statements
At the invitation of Volker Kauder, the chairman of the CDU/CSU parliamentary party, Bishop Dr. Ackermann on 17 December 2010 observed a debate
on religious freedom from the spectator’s gallery of the Bundestag. Shortly
before, Bishop Ackermann met with bishops from Iraq during a breakfast
also hosted by Mr. Kauder.
Freedom of religion was also the subject of a press release of the German
Bishops’ Conference in which Bishop Ackermann addressed the recent violations of this right in China. The illegal bishop’s ordination in December as
well as the Patriotic Association’s Congress considerably burden the recently
improved relations between China and the Vatican.

MDP-annual meeting 2011 on partnership work with Eastern
Europe
The 2011 annual meeting of the diocesan committees on Mission, Development, Peace was focused on partnership work of parishes as well as dioceses with Central/Eastern Europe. Not least thanks to Dr. Thomas MüllerBoehr (Renovabis), Prof. Dr. Albert-Peter Rethman (director of the Institute
for international church affairs and mission), and to Dr. Hubertus Schönemann (director of the Institute for missionary pastoral work in Erfurt), valuable contributions were made to the discussion on the specific features of
partnership work in Eastern and Central Europe. The meeting recommended
a stronger coordination with the activities for integration and pastoral care
for migrants, also within the dioceses. The exchange of experiences showed
the benefit of EDP experiences made by some participants in Ukraine for the
discussion about partnership work. It is not least due to the chosen subject
matters that three dioceses from Eastern Germany were among the 18 dioceses represented and took part in the annual meeting to talk about partnership work.

Long-running issue arms export
During the presentation of this year’s report on arms exports on Monday, 13
December 2010 at the Federal press conference in Berlin, the GKKE (Joint
Conference Church and Development) presidents and Dr. Moltmann criticised
that in 2009 neither the Federal Government nor the European Union published official data on arms export licences. Other topics mentioned were the
Hermes Credits (amounting to nearly 2 billion Euro for arms exports in
2009), small arms, the international Arms-Trade-Treaty (ATT) and the effects
of the financial crisis on the international arms trade.

On 15 December 2010, the Federal Government published its arms export
report for 2009. The official data and an evaluation of them were included in
the printed version of the GKKE report.
During a meeting with the SPD party executive on 13 December 2010, GKKE
pleaded for more control and participation of the parliament in the field of
arms exports. The SPD wants to initiate confidential deliberations in the Federal Foreign Office’s subcommittee on “Disarmament, Arms Control and NonProliferation” and has put forward a relevant motion in the Bundestag on 24
March 2011.
On 17 March 2011, members of the Bundestag were invited to an expert
discussion on the present challenges in arms export policy which took place
at the Catholic Liaison Office in Berlin. Here, too, the discussion focused on
more transparency and parliamentary participation in arms export control
and corresponding motions in the Bundestag as well as on the topic issue of
the supply of arms to North Africa and the Near East.
In view of the upheavals in Egypt and Libya, the government was criticised
for the many export licenses in 2009 particularly to Egypt. On 7 February
2011, the Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology placed an embargo
on licenses for Egypt.

Göttingen Peace Prize for GKKE expert group on arms exports
On Saturday, 5 March 2011, the Göttingen Peace Prize was
awarded to the GKKE expert group on arms exports and to the
ecumenical initiative “Life without Arms”. This prize is awarded to
individual persons or groups for outstanding scientific and practical
work in favour of peace.

GKKE Pharmadialogue – Cooperation plan
The core group of the Round Table for a better access to medicine develops
plans for a possible cooperation of state and church organisations and pharmaceutical companies in training pharmaceutical assistants and skilled personnel in Tanzania resp. East Africa. The work and experiences of the St.
Luke Foundation in Tanzania serve as a model. A preliminary study will be
carried out together with the GIZ, the Medical Mission Institute in Würzburg
and a representative of the Global Pharma Health Funds.
In a meeting on 16 November 2010 in Cologne, the study group “churches
and pharmaceutical industry” emphasized the importance of the HIV/Aids Exposure and Dialogue Programme with the Central Committee of German
Catholics which allowed the participants coming from the pharmaceutical
industry and state organisations a joint perception of problems and a better
evaluation of the potential of the partners involved and of possible approaches to action programmes.
At the initiative of the EKD representative in the pharmadialgue, the EKD
synod on 10 November 2010 adopted a resolution concerning the negotiations on the EU-India-free trade agreement. The synod urges the European
Commission to try to ensure that the planned free trade agreement between
the European Union and India does not include any provisions which might
affect or even prevent the supply of vital generics to people living with
HIV/Aids.

GKKE Coherence report
The ninth report of the expert group on a poverty orientation in development
policy deals with the reorientation of development policy after the change of
government in September 2009. On 26 October 2010, this report was the
subject of discussion with members of the parliament. The discussion was
not controversial. The participants even agreed to suggest the Committee on
Economic Cooperation and Development to establish an interministerial study
group on “coherent fight against poverty”. The report evoked little interest in
the public. The tenth report on a coherent fight against poverty, which is to
be published in autumn 2011, will deal with the problems of an economic
policy coherence with development taking the raw materials strategy of the
Federal Government as an example.

Members of the expert
group after the award
ceremony, right in front Dr.
Bernhard Moltmann, Chairman

Civil crisis prevention
In October 2010, GKKE in its comment on the third report of the Federal
Government on the implementation of the Action Plan “civil crisis prevention,
conflict resolution and post-conflict peace building” deplored the report’s loss
of political importance and, among other things, criticised the concept of
“networked security”. Early in 2011, the German Bundestag has decided to
publish every four years the government’s report on the implementation of
the Action Plan, and in addition to this, to submit every year interim reports
on main topics.
On 14 March 2011, the subcommittee “civil crisis prevention and networked
security” of the Bundestag organized a public hearing where Dr. Wolfgang
Heinrich and Dr. Volker Kasch delivered a statement of GKKE which had been
prepared in cooperation with EED, Misereor and AGEH. For the GKKE statement and the statements of the Forum “Human Rights”, of the Platform “Civil
Conflict Management” and of VENRO, see www.eed.de.

Cross-party initiative for “0.7%”
GKKE contributed to launch a cross-party initiative of members of the Committee on Economic Cooperation and Development. The initiative aims at
reaching an agreement to appeal to all parties of the German Bundestag to
commit themselves to reach the 0.7% goal until 2015. The GKKE presidents
supported the public presentation of the initiative with an own press release,
just like Misereor, VENRO and others. 322 members of the Bundestag have
signed this appeal until the end of March 2011.
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The Central Committee’s department “Universal Church Solidarity and Development Cooperation” initiated the Exposure
and Dialogue Programme on “HIV/ Aids as socio-political challenge and Christian responsibility” which took place from 29
October to 7 November 2010 in South Africa. The main partner
was the Aids Office of the Southern African Catholic Bishops’
Conference, Sr. Alison Munro, but partners of Misereor
(PACSA) and MISSIO (Sinomlando Centre) were also involved.
21 participants from the Central Committee, from politics, from
pharmaceutical companies (vfa and Boehringer Ingelheim),Catholic
relief agencies and governmental development cooperation lived
together with people engaged in HIV/AIDS work in South African
townships, and then reflected on their experiences with local responsible authorities. They saw how much HIV/AIDS influences the life of
the people in South Africa and has become a major obstacle to development. The participants were deeply impressed and encouraged
by the strong, competent and successful commitment of South African Catholics – of lay people and priests – in favour of HIV-infected
people and AIDS sufferers. The experiences and effects of the EDP for a
“Church near the people” will be discussed at the next plenary assembly of
the Central Committee on 13 and 14 May 2011 in Erfurt. The EDP also inspired the pharmadialogue of the GKKE (see GKKE pharmadialogue above).
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