GOODWILL MESSAGE

BY MOST REV. MATTHEW K. GYAMFI, PRESIDENT OF THE GHANA
CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE
TO THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE ONE-WEEK WORKSHOP ON THE
AFTERMATH OF SLAVERY AND THE SLAVE TRADE
DATE: 10-17 SEPTEMBER, 2024
VENUE: ELMINA

Your Excellencies, Nananom, Distinguished Invited Guests, Participants, Brothers and Sisters.

| bring you greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, on behalf of my Brothers,
Archbishops and Bishops, of the Ghana Catholic Bishops’ Conference.

| am delighted to extend my warmest and best wishes to all of you, participants in this important
one-week workshop on the aftermath of slavery and the slave trade.

The legacy of slavery and the slave trade continues to cast a long shadow over our world. It is
a stain on humanity that cannot be erased, but it is imperative that we acknowledge its
devastating impact and work towards healing and reconciliation.

This workshop, the product of the collaboration between the German Bishops’ Conference and
the Ghana Catholic Bishops’ Conference through the Justice and Peace Commission and The
Directorate of Governance, Justice and peace respectively, provides a valuable opportunity for
us to come together, reflect on the past, and explore ways to address the ongoing consequences
of this dark chapter in our history. By deepening our understanding of the experiences of
enslaved Africans and their descendants, we can strive to build a more just and equitable future
for all.

| encourage you to engage in thoughtful dialogue, share your perspectives, and work together
to develop concrete strategies for addressing the challenges that remain. May this workshop be
a catalyst for positive change and a source of inspiration for all who are committed to the
pursuit of justice and peace. | pray that this will only be the beginning of a sustained
collaboration between our two entities for the common good.

I wish you a fruitful and productive workshop. May the grace of God be with you all in this
worthwhile endeavour.

I thank you and invoke God’s manifold blessings upon you all.



